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Dear Neighbour,

HELP SAVE ONE OF THE UK'S MOST ENDANGERED BIRDS!

Could you join me in creating a swift neighbourhood, so that we can support and enjoy a local colony? 

Swift numbers in Britain are in drastic decline.[footnoteRef:1]  These incredible birds arrive here from Africa in late April to breed and leave again in August. They spend most of their lives on the wing, and don't make nests like other birds but rely on small holes at the tops of buildings. Swifts return to the same nesting site year after year. But new building and roofing techniques mean suitable breeding sites are fast disappearing. We can help by providing alternative nest sites in the form of specially designed swift boxes or swift bricks. If we can co-ordinate, we can make doing this cheaper and more effective for everyone, and we'll have a much better chance of creating a 'corridor' to join up with other nearby 'swift streets'.  [1:  Swifts are now on the 'red' (most endangered) list of the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), the only statutory nature advisor to all four countries of the UK.] 


If there's enough interest in our immediate neighbourhood, and enough suitable sites, I'd be happy to co-ordinate buying and installing at least 10 swift boxes at a reduced rate. The more the better, as swifts are sociable and like to breed near other pairs. [I may even be able to apply for funding to reduce costs further.]

TO HAVE A SWIFT NEST BOX ON YOUR PROPERTY you'll need a wall that faces North or North-East or East (i.e. not in full sun all day) with a spot at least 5 metres from the ground, with clear access, away from trees and wires. 

Interested in knowing more or getting involved?  Please email me at  [ADD YOUR EMAIL] with the info below OR drop a completed slip through my door at [ADD YOUR ADDRESS]. I'll be in touch with more info and the next steps soon. Data will not be shared.

Name and address: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Mobile no: _______________________________________________________________



Please add me to a dedicated Swift Supporters neighbourhood WhatsApp group. 


Please contact me by email at ______________________________________________

Thanks and best wishes.   

[YOUR NAME]
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